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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
GVSU invites community to 11lnherit the Dream" 
There will be a campus-wide march and 
celebration in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. on Grand Valley State University's Allendale 
campus on January 17. Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
will offer remarks and be in the audience when 
Emmy Award-winning broadcaster Ed Gordon 
speaks at the Fieldhouse Arena following the 
1:45 p.m. march . 
profound relevance of 
Dr. King's message for 
us today justifies this 
call to action and the 
importance of 
involving the entire 
campus community in 
this event." 
The MLK march 
begins at 1:45 p.m. at 
the front steps of 
Zumberge Library and 
will continue to the 
Fieldhouse. The 
program includes the 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm Ed Gordon 
Grand Valley's Office of Multicultural Affairs is 
coordinating this year's MLK program. Oliver 
Wilson, dean of the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, said he wants the entire community to 
be involved in making this the largest march 
ever held on Grand Valley's campus. "This 
invaluable opportunity is certainly a day for 
remembering what is important to society and 
creating community unity," said Wilson. "This 
MLK celebration will join together people of 
all ages, races, genders and religions. It can 
only add to the university's commitment to the 
principles of equal rights." 
voices of GVSU and remarks by Ed Gordon, 
formerly of BET (Black Entertainment 
Television) . He also worked for NBC and 
MSNBC. The Detroit native earned his bache-
lor 's degree in communications and political 
science from Western Michigan University. 
with Ed Gordon." It will spotlight news , 
trends and issues involving the black 
community. The one-hour program will be 
carried weekdays on more than 80 public 
radio stations including WGVU. 
Grand Valley is also co-sponsoring Gordon's 6:30 
p.m. appearance at GRCC's Ford Fieldhouse as a 
continuation of the MLK celebration. 
The celebration is titled, "Honor the March and 
Inherit the Dream." Wilson continued, "The 
Gordon was recently hired by NPR to host a 
new public affairs program, "News & Notes 
Across Campus 
Grand Valley videos win 
Gold and Crystal 
The News and Information Services office received a Gold Award from 
CASE, The Council for Advancement and Support of Education, at its 
regional meeting in Chicago in December. The Gold Award was in the 
Video PSAs and Commercial Spots category for the one-minute video 
spots called Around Grand Valley. This is the sixth regional or national 
award for the features. The spots feature various activities and programs 
at the university and are put together in the style of news reports. 
Professionals in video production and college public relations and mar-
keting in Washington state judged the entries. They commented that , 
Around Grand Valley "provided a great sense of the institution , were 
done in-house and provided significant information to the audience ." 
The video NIS produced for the fall convocation took top honors in the 
international Communicator Awards. It received the Crystal Award of 
Excellence for creativity and writing and an Award of Distinction in the 
educational/university category. Back-to-Back, the DVD NIS produced 
about the football team's second national championship won an Award of 
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Distinction in External Communications/Sports and Honorable Mentions 
for creativity and writing and in the education/university category. 
NIS works with Cuppy Productions to produce the videos. Many are 
streamed on the Web at www.gvsu.edu. 
Libman steps into FTLC role 
Karen Libman, associate professor of Theatre, has been named interim 
assistant director of the Pew Faculty Teaching and Leaming Center for 
Winter 2005 while Ron Garrett is on sabbatical. Libman has been a 
member of the Grand Valley faculty since 1999 and has taught courses 
in acting, directing , theatre history, theatre education , and storytelling. 
Her commitment to excellence in teaching derives from her work with 
standards in art education and her numerous workshop presentations for 
teachers on drama, teacher education, arts advocacy, outreach theatre, 
literacy, storytelling, and social justice. 
Libman will be offering workshops on teaching as performance, the creative 
classroom, and cooperative learning. She welcomes invitations to visit class-
es and to meet individually with faculty. All meetings are confidential. 
continued on page 3 
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What's Ahead 
Fletcher memorial Tuesday 
The campus community is invited to gather on Tuesday, January 18 at 
4 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center for a memorial for Bob Fletcher. 
Fletcher, the man who is given much credit for the tremendous growth in 
students and the cutting-edge technology at Grand Valley State university, 
passed away on December 22 , 2004. He is survived by his wife Pat and 
four children. 
The memorial program will include comments from Fletcher's colleagues and 
family. Light refreshments will be served upon the conclusion of the program, 
and attendees will have a chance to greet Pat and the Fletcher children. 
Fletcher, 56, spent 25 years lending his energy, leadership , and insight to 
the university. As vice provost and dean of Academic Services, Fletcher 
oversaw Admissions, Information Technology and Financial Aid. 
Fletcher joined Grand Valley in 1979 as associate director of Admissions. 
He left in 1985 to take a job at Ball State University but found himself 
back spearheading the programs in Allendale less than a year later. 
Fletcher returned as dean of academic services and under his guidance, 
Grand Valley streamlined its registration and financial aid systems. In 
1986, Grand Valley's enrollment was 8,361. Today it stands at 22,063. He 
also oversaw the conversion of Grand Valley to a wireless campus. 
AWRI holds stream seminar 
The Annis Water Resources Institute is holding a seminar on the influence 
of anthropogenic activities on nutrient cycling and carbon dynamics in 
streams. The speaker is Dr. Jen Tank, the Galla Assistant Professor from 
the University of Notre Dame. The event will be Thursday, January 20 at 
3 p.m. in the multipurpose room of the Lake Michigan Center in 
Muskegon. There will be a brief reception , including refreshments , after 
the seminar. 
Intergroup Dialogues forums scheduled 
A pair of forums is scheduled on the Intergroup Dialogues held last fall 
among faculty, students, and staff on student and faculty expectations and 
the goals of a liberal education . The sessions are Wednesday, January 19 , 
3-5 p.m. , Kirkhof Center 215/216 and Friday, January 21, 10 a.m. - noon 
on the Pew Campus (place TBA). For more information call x13498. 
Update on computer upgrades 
An update on the massive upgrade of Grand Valley's major administrative 
software packages that is currently underway has been scheduled. The 
open forum will be Tuesday, January 25, in 215-216 Kirkhof Center. 
The university is in the process of upgrading its student records, finance 
and human resources systems to a suite of applications called Banner. The 
result will be improved access, more Web-based self service options, 
greater flexibility and strategic planning possibilities. The project will be 
implemented over several years . 
TIAA-CREF appointments available 
Representatives from TIAA-CREF will be at Grand Valley to hold 
individual counseling appointments. These one-on-one appointments are 
available to discuss the GVSU 403(b) retirement plan and the 403(b) and 
457(b) supplemental retirement account savings plans . A comparison 
chart of 403(b) and 457(b) Retirement Plans is available online under the 
Benefits Information Center at www.gvsu.edu/hro. 
The Allendale appointments are available from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on January 26 
and February 9 in 228 Kirkhof Center. Grand Rapids appointments will be 
available from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on January 27 in 488-C De Vos and February 10 
in 302-C De Vos . To schedule an individual appointment, please log on to 
www.tiaa-cref.org or contact TIAA-CREF representative, Diane Fredrick at 
(800) 842-2044, ext 1409. 
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FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 23 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly 
during the summer. The submiss ion deadline is 
Tuesday noon . Send publication items to 
Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250 . 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu .edu/ 
GVNOW 
GVFaces 
Mark Schwartz 
assistant professor of anthropology 
After teaching at Northeastern Illinois University and 
Northwestern , Assistant Professor Mark Schwartz 
joined GVSU's Anthropology department in the fall of 
2004. Schwartz's first project is helping to coordinate a 
trip to Turkey with Grand Valley Anthropology stu-
dents, involving them with 
archaeological research. 
In addition to working with students, Schwartz is 
writing and researching a three-part series for the 
History Channel. Titled "Bible Battles," the series will 
focus on a militaristic history of the Old Testament. 
"We just look at each specific battle mentioned and ask 
the question, does it make sense from a military per-
spective?" Schwartz said. "The Bible can be seen as a 
handbook for warfare in the way that it illustrates and 
outlines military strategies, tactics, and the deployment 
of troops." 
As well as 
providing a 
different 
perspective on 
Biblical stud-
ies, the 
documentary 
will serve as 
public outreach 
for the field of 
anthropology. 
"I really enjoy 
taking a subject 
like 
archaeology or 
ancient history 
and making it Mark Schwartz 
appealing to a 
broad audience ," Schwartz said. 
The first installment of Bible Battles will air in late 
summer or fall of 2005 on the History Channel. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
GVSU changes life insurance provider 
Effective January 1, 2005 Mutual of Omaha became Grand Valley 's new life 
insurance provider for both base and supplemental life insurance programs. 
Mutual of Omaha will be assuming the responsibility for all participants 
currently enrolled with Sun Life of Canada. Those enrolled in the 
supplemental life program will receive new certificates from Mutual of Omaha. 
Current applications that are in the process of approval will continue to be 
managed by Sun Life and then transferred over to Mutual of Omaha upon 
approval. While life insurance benefits have not changed at all , Grand 
Valley received a three year rate guarantee at a lower rate than our current 
rate with Sun Life. New plan document booklets will be distributed to all 
eligible faculty and staff members . 
Changes to Faculty/Staff 
Assistance Program 
Grand Valley is changing its employee assistance program provider. 
Beginning February 2, Grand Valley will partner with Encompass to offer 
this benefit. Mary Warner, director of Benefit Services, said that 
Encompass offers an expanded service program that can provide facu lty 
and staff with resources and extensive information on life-changing 
events . This service will carry out an analysis for personal circumstances 
and challenges that faculty and staff may be encountering and provide 
them with recommendations, referrals and printed information. Encompass 
will also counsel and assist faculty, staff, family members and retirees who 
seek assistance or are referred by Human Resources or their supervisor. 
Grand Valley's agreement with the Employee Assistance Center/Life 
Guidance Services ends effective January 31. The Employee Assistance 
Center will continue to provide services to faculty, staff and family members 
currently engaged within the scope of their five visits, through completion, 
or when warranted, through referral to appropriate community resources. 
Those enrolled in GVSU's Flexible Medical Plan will no longer be required 
to preauthorize visits for outpatient mental health counseling appointments. 
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Program helps provide textbooks 
to those in need 
A new program at Grand Valley called "One Textbook at a Time" is aimed 
at helping underprivileged students get textbooks. The program asks 
current college students, faculty or staff members to donate used textbooks 
for use in a new textbook loan program. If these books are not ones the 
students can use for current Grand Valley classes, they will be sold to 
wholesalers to gather funds to purchase more books. 
The College Board Regional Center has presented Grand Valley with a 
seed money grant of $5,000 to begin this program. Drop off boxes to 
gather donated textbooks for the program will be located around campus. 
To volunteer or for more information contact Jacqui Hill at 
hillj @gvsu.edu, xl3401 or visit 239 STU. 
Brrrrrrrrrrrrr! 
Douglas Kindschi, professor and 
former dean of science, is head-
ed to Antarctica. He is pictured 
here receiving his ECW (Extreme 
Cold Weather) clothing in New 
Zealand. Kindschi is the chair of 
the Raytheon Science Support 
Advisory Board which offers 
educational programs and 
internships for college students 
on the chilly continent. He will 
spend 10 days evaluating their 
current program and exploring 
other areas which might be 
developed to enhance the 
quality of life. He also brought 
along the Grand Valley flag to 
fly permanently in Antarctica. 
Kindschi recently gave presenta-
tions about the Antarctica 
internships at the Public 
Museum of Grand Rapids where 
many Grand Valley and area 
college students showed 
interest in studying in 
Antarctica. 
···------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Gleaves Whitney , director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies , was interviewed 
by the Lansing State Journal on amending the 
U.S . Constitution. 
Kathryn Remlinger , associate professor of 
English, was interviewed by the Oakland 
Tribune on the American Dialect Society's 
Word of the Year vote. 
Sketches 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, and Rick Rediske , senior 
program manager of the Annis Water Resources 
Institute , co-authored an article, titled "The 
reduction of internal phosphorus loading using 
alum in Spring Lake, Michigan," published in the 
Journal of Environmental Quality. A photograph 
of the crew taking sediment cores on Spring Lake 
was chosen for the cover of the journal. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social 
work , gave a plenary speech on "The Sibling 
Bond" at the International Foster Care 
Organization Conference in Prague , the Czech 
Republic . 
Joe Jacquot , assistant professor of biology, 
wrote a paper, titled "Experimental manipulation 
of territory occupancy: Effects on immigration of 
female prairie voles," published in the Journal of 
Mammalogy . 
Don Uzarski , assistant professor of the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, presented a paper, 
titled "Development of Fish and 
Invertebrate-Based IBis for Coastal Wetlands of 
the Five Great Lakes," at the State of The 
Lakes Ecosystem Conference in Toronto, 
Ontario. Matt Cooper, research assistant of 
the Annis Water Resources Institute, was one of 
the co-authors of the paper. 
Paul M. Leidig, professor and director of com-
puting & information systems , was elected 
president of the Association of Information 
Technology Professionals (AITP) Education 
Special lnterst Group (EDSIG) at the annual 
board meeting. 
Roy Cole, associate professor of geography, 
gave a lecture, titled "Mapping the urban popu-
lation of Africa with graduated circles," at GIS 
Day held at GVSU. 
Jeanine Biese , assistant professor of occupational 
therapy, Cynthia Grapczynski, assistant professor 
of occupational therapy, Nancy Powell , associate 
professor and program director of occupational 
therapy, and William Sisco, assistant professor and 
coordinator of Fieldwork Education of 
Occupational Therapy, presented at the Michigan 
Occupational Therapy Association Annual 
Meeting. The topic was Infusing Occupation into 
Practice and Education. 
Paul D. Plotkowski, dean of the Padnos 
College of Engineering & Computing, was a 
member of a panel interviewed by Bert Bleke 
for the program TimeOut with Bert Bleke . The 
program addressed the GRAPCEP Engineering 
and Biomedical High School . 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate professor 
of philosophy, gave two invited seminars, titled 
continued on page 4 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Jan. 28 
Gallery hours: "Echo Press Printer's Proofs: The 
Ann and David Keister Gift." Art Gallery, 
PAC. Call xl2564 for more information . 
Tues., Jan. 18 
10 a.m .: COT Development Committee 
Workshop: "Coping with Change ," presented 
by Ron Scott. Cabins 215-216, KC. Call 
xl2215 to register. 
4 p.m.: Bob Fletcher memorial service. CDC. 
Wed., Jan. 19 
8:30-10 a.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Morning Series: The Better Business Bureau 
of Western Michigan and the Nonprofit 
Sector. Holland Campus. Call xl 7232 for 
more information. 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Regional Math and Science 
Center Leaming by Inquiry Series: Assessing 
Inquiry Learning. Registration required. 303 
HRY. Call xl2267 for more information. 
10 a.m. : COT Development Committee 
Workshop: "Coping with Change," presented 
by Ron Scott. University Club, DEV. Call 
xl2215 to register. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters . KC . Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
Thurs., Jan. 20 
3 p .m .: AWRI seminar: "The Influence of 
Anthropogenic Activities on Nutrient Cycling 
and Carbon Dynamics in Streams," presented 
by Jen Tank, Ph.D . Lake Michigan Center, 
Muskegon. 
4:30-7 p .m .: Thursdays with U . University Club 
Room, DEV. Call xl6620 for more informa-
tion . 
5-7 p .m.: Opening reception for "Echo Press 
Printer 's Proofs: The Ann and David Keister 
Gift." Art Gallery, PAC. Call xl2564 for 
more information. 
VENTS 
6-9 p .m.: Spring Festival hosted by the Asian 
Student Union. Grand River Room, KC . Call 
x13266 for more information. 
Fri., Jan. 21 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Call xl2204 for 
more information . 
Mon., Jan. 24 
1:30-2:30 p .m .: Presentation by Professor Stefan 
Immerfall: Bonds that Hold: Germany and 
America in an Age of Turbulence. 204 KC. 
Call x13438 for more information . 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 616-331-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Fri., Jan. 21 
5 p.m.: Track and Field hosts Mike Lints Laker 
Challenge. 
---------------------------···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
"The Role of Philosophy in the Public 
Understanding of Science and Scientific Literacy," 
at the Classic University of Lisboa, Portugal. 
Chris Dobson, assistant professor of biology, 
presented a paper discussing the results and 
implications of a two-year investigation of 
cognitive development in college anatomy & 
physiology students at the National Association of 
Biology Teachers National Convention in Chicago. 
Kim Ranger , senior librarian , and Mary Hill , 
associate librarian , co-authored a lesson plan , 
titled "First-Year Web Searching," published in 
Empowering Students /I; Teaching Information 
Literacy Concepts with Hands-on and Minds-on 
Activities. 
David Blekhman, assistant professor of 
engineering, made a presentation , titled "The 
Hydrogen Age: Conservation and Sticker 
Shock," at the Fall and Science Update Seminar 
held at GVSU. 
Jacques Mangala, visiting assistant professor of 
political science , presented a paper, titled 
"Refugees: From Victims to Cause of African 
Conflicts? Changing Perceptions and Policies," 
at the Michigan Conference of Political 
Scientists annual meeting held at Central 
Michigan University. 
Patrick M. Bailey, Adjunct Professor of computing 
& information systems, wrote a feature article, titled 
"A Formula for Successful Peer Reviews," 
published in Better Software (STQE) Magazine. 
Carl Bajema, professor of biology, served as chair 
of the 8th Michigan Railroad History Conference 
held in St. Ignace. He also co-presented on 
"Northern Michigan Logging Railroads." 
Curtis Dean Smith, associate professor of 
modem languages and literatures, gave a lecture 
and demonstration on Chinese Tea Ceremony at 
the Gerald R. Ford Museum. He also presented a 
paper, titled "Su Shi's Classics and Classic Su Shi ," 
at the 10th International Conference on Society and 
Culture, at Tam Kang University, Taiwan. 
Joanne Ziembo-Vogl , associate professor of crim-
inal justice, presented a paper, titled "Transitioning 
to Democratic Policing: Slovene Police 
Perspectives on Crime, Policing, and Community 
Policing," at the American Society of Criminology 
annual conference in Nashville, Tenn. 
Simona Kucsova, assistant professor of political 
science, co-authored a paper on the effect of 
charter school legislation on market share, 
published in Education Policy Analysis Archives . 
Steve Glass, professor of movement science, 
was selected by the American College of Sports 
Medicine to serve on an international 
certification team to Rimini , Italy. 
Brian Hatzel , assistant professor of movement 
science, gave a lecture, titled "Sports Medicine 
Concerns for the Physical Educator and Coach ," 
at the Michigan Association for Health , Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance Annual 
Convention in Kalamazoo , Mich. 
Carol Griffin , associate professor of natural 
resources management, presented a paper, titled 
"Is the Right Wilderness Message Being 
Communicated in the San Juans?" at the State of 
the San Juans Conference , Mountain Studies 
Institute , Silverton, Colo. She also presented a 
poster, titled "What's Wilderness?" on the 
What the Public Learns From National Park 
Service Websites at the National Wilderness 
Conference, Lake George , N.Y. 
Paul C. Jorgensen, professor of computing and 
information systems, presented a paper, titled 
"Examination of Software Integration Testing 
Strategies," at the International Conference on 
Software Testing in Bilbao , Spain . 
Christopher Kierkus , assistant professor of 
criminal justice , presented a paper, titled "Are 
Opposite Sex Relationships Criminogenic 
During Early Adolescence? An 
Investigation of the 'Bad Influences' 
Hypothesis ," at the American Society of 
Criminology Annual Meeting in Nashville , Tenn . 
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